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his means: “ Tandem huc malis aufpiciis 
I, ~ MEL vii 4 ex Syr ‘ag me autore, 
1 carcerem duc st Negue spin 


AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of the imal Tutquacn ob etme dpe Caden omitum. 





Life and Trial off MICHAEL * quo in me erat, compelcere, long 
SERVETUS. Infeveral Let- “ manaret contigio”, fee 
ters to 8 ® F repre to $ crus, th at the sonar j 1s 
, guilty o of the at pe al at a i that 
can som eX~ 
Letter VI. | prefling enn itanc de he .maiatains them 
ith an intole ay a 
The Defign o ois 
SEM ear from the wing . 
N order to give you as compleat an : 12s Bl Eat § on ero a ae 
| count, a§ ae every ching relatin ng “ pietas qui pee mb oe ingetur, 
to Sérveties, ike notict of fome “? phira re pia am orm Us Fei - 
other rercerh beltdes eh hofe mentioned in * admon Alorem ais, 90 
aft. I begin with a Letter (4) of Calvint z _t mba iinresie ¢ caufa re 


Sulceras, a Divine of swi erlang, wrictén 
ps th of September. Calvin télls him 
a nue si he heard o ious ; a b 







he pr hs Opta~ 
wit tinam spate: 
eodem modo anittnn rent ”.” 





ffori, of w Buc > ‘. ss 

pall n een Mai ane A 43 iI- The oy. ee ; a Letter 

pit, that We deferved to bis Enfrails (5) to be 3 sof t | Prane- 

hae out, and to ‘op . “Te jort by ite informed. spar Seryee 

eft de quo r, & fan. wi hi pitas Vienne a Book full of Er. 

“ Ge cee Bact, pick alioqui po and Bhfphemies; that many Copies 

_ . ee “ ingenio, ed. had been fent to Kn “% the laft irs 
“ muneiavit » dighum elle gui $ Vike. ¢- 


chat the Printer’s Fa airs Man, 
* eiBas difterperetur” con adds, that bag tid riot ciel 
Sermeras was spprchended afd ets by ac the 
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(«) Calvin, Epi. p. 114. Genev. 1575, (+) Ubifupra, pag. 115. 
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them in what Warehoufe they were to be 
found. Laftly, he defires thofe Divines to 
burn (a) all thofe Books. He acquaints 
them, that the Author is a clofe Prifoner ; 
and adds, that he hopes Servetus will be 
quickly punifh’d. ‘ AuStor ipfe tenerur in 
© carcere a Magiftratu noftro, & propediem, 
‘* ut fpero, daturus eft poenas. 

Bullinger, another Divine of Swiff.rland, 
weit a Letter (4) to Calvin , dated September 
14. which contains a remarkable Paflage. 
The Lord (fays he) has given the Magi- 
firates of Geneva a-fair Opportunity of clear- 
ing themfelves and the Church from Herefy 
by delivering Servetws into their Hands. 
Therefore if they treat that Rafcal as he de- 
ferves, all the World will fee that the Ge- 
nevois hate Blafphemerss that they profecute 
with the Sword of Juftice thofe Hereticks , 
who are truly obftinate; and that ey 
maintain and vindicate the Glory of God. 
“ Obrulit quidem Dominus materiam per 

occafionem accommodatiffimam Amp]iffi- 

mo Senatui Genevenfi fe & Ecclefiam ex- 

urgandi a Jabe feu fceditate herefeos, 
damn Servetum illum Hifpanum in manus 
ejus dedit —- Si ergo huic rependeret 

Ampliffimus Senatus, quod blafphemo 

nebuloni deberur, totus Orbis cerneret 
“* Genevenfes blafphemos odiffe ; hereticos, 
** gui vere funt pertinaces heretici, gladio 
“ juftitie profequi; & gloriam Majeftatis 
“ divine vindicare”. 

I find the following Words in a Letter (c) 
of Calvin to Bullinger, dated Offober 25. 
* Tis not known yet what will be the Fate 
** of that Man (Servetas). However, as far 
“‘ as IT can guefs, the Judges will condemn 
* him To-morrow, and he will be executed 
the next Day”. Quid de homine futurum fcit, 
nondum fcitur. Quantum tamen conjefuris af- 
fequor, cras feretur in Curia judicium , perendie 
vero ad fupplicium ducetur. 

It appears tome, that the 230 of Ofober 
the Judges were refolved to condemn Ser- 
wetus to be burnt alive. I infer it from a 





(4) All the Copies of the Chriftianifmi Re. 
fiitutio, except forme few, were burnt at Vienne, 
and at Francfort ; which u the Reafon why that 
Book is fo fearce. 

(6) Ubifupra, pag. 127; 

(+) Thid. 
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Paflage relating to that Day, which J fhal! 
infert in the Margin (a). 

Accordingly on the 26th of the fame 
Month, that unfortunate Heretick was au. 
ally condemned to undergo that Punifh. 
ment. Beza did not fcruple to fay, that he 
w2s condemned ex omnium etiam Helvetica. 
rum Ecclefiarum fententia, (b). : 

On the fame Day ( Ofober 26 ) Calvin 
acgosinted Farel, how Servetus’s Cate ftood, 
That Letter being very Curious, I thal] 
tranicribe the greateft Part of it. ‘“ The 
 (c) Meflenger ( fays be) that was fent to 
* che Swifs, is come back. They all unani. 
“ mooufly declare, that Serwetus has revived 
** the impious Errors, with which Satan did 
‘* formerly difturb the Church, and that he 
‘* is an intolerable Monfter. Thofe of Bz. 


“ flareright. Thofe of Zurich are the moft 
violent, ( Tigurini omnium vehement ifimi ) ; 
“ for they exprefs the Heinoufnefs of his 
“‘ Impiety in very emphatical Words, and 
“ exhort ourMagiftrates to ufehim feverely. 





—_— - 


(2)“Aprés avoir entendu Jes ref{ponces avant 

* mifes, & VTarreft aujourdhuy faia, en- 
*“* femble Padvis des Sieurs Miniftres des Eylifes, 
“ Yon a remis ledit Inquys Michel Servet 3 
“ ouir la bonne volont ¢ de Meffieurs, & a 
“ dire droi& de jour a jour”. 


(6) See my laff Letter, pag 60. 


(c) Rediit ab Helvetiis nuncius. Uno 
confenfz pronunciant omnes, Servetum im- 

ios errores, quibus olim turbavit Satan 

cclefiam, nunc renovafle, & montftrum 
effe non ferendum. Cordati Bafilienfes. Ti- 
gurini omnium vehementiffimi.. Nam & 
impietatum atrocitas graviter ab. illis expri- 
mitur, & hortantur Senatum noftrum ad. fe. 
veritatem Subfcribunt Schaphufiani. Ber- 
nenfium literis etiam appofitis accedunt & 
Senatus literz, quibus non, parum ftimulati 
funt noftri. Czfar comicus fimulato per 
triduum morbo, in Curiam tandem afeenait, 
ut fceleratum iftum pcena eximeret. Ne- 
que enim-erubuit petere ut cognitio ad Due 
centos veniret: fine controverfia tamen 
damanatis eft. Cras ad fupplicium ducetur. 
Genus mortis conati fumus mutare, fed 
fruftra. Cur nihil profecerimus , coram 
narrandum differo. Ubi fupra pag. 115; 


“ Thofe 
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“ Thofe of Schafbaufen fubfcribe to their 
“ Judgment. The Letter of che Divines of 
‘« “Berne, which is alfo to the Purpofe, is 
‘© atrended with that oftheir Senate, where- 
“ by our Magiftrates have been very much 
‘ animated. Cefar, a comical Man, who 
‘{ pretended to be fick for Three Days, 
“ came to Court at laft, to acquit that 
‘« profligate Fellow ; for he was not afha- 
“ medco propofe, thatthe Caufe fhould be 
‘“ removed to the Council of Twe Hundred. 
“ Neverthelefs he has been condemned 
‘“ without any Difpute. He will be execu- 
‘‘ ced tomorrow. We have endeavoured to 
“ commute that Sort of Death ; but it was 
‘* in vain, I willtell you when I fee you, 
‘* why the Judges have not granted our Re- 
* queft”. ‘Tis obfervable , chat chis Let- 
cer was written to Fare/ at Neufchatel the 26th 
of Ofober ; and that he arrived at Geneva the 
next Day, and confequently before he could 
receive it. I believe he came to Geneva of 
his own Motion, to be prefent at Servetas’s 
Execution : He had a mind to fee whether 
that Heretick would edify she SpeFators (a). 
At laft on the 27th of Ofober, Servetus 
was fentenced (4) to be burnt alive. Here 
follows the Sentence, with the Procefs pre- 
fixed to it. 


Procés (c) 
fait & formé par devant Nos tres re- 
doubtés Seigneurs Sindiques,Juges 
des Caufes crimineiles de cefte 
Cité, a la pourfuite & inftance 
du Seigneur Lieutenant de cefte 
dite Cite , és dires caufes inftant 
Contre 
Michel Servet de Ville-neuve 
au Royaume d’ Arragon 
en Efpagne. 


G6 Siar premierement eft efté atteint 
“ davoir, il y a environ 23 a 24 





(+) See my laff Letter, pag. 63. 

(4) ‘* Le 27 Oftobre 1553. Le Sufdic 
“ Michel Servet a cfté condamné 4 elftre 
brufle, & leué la Sentence par le Sieur 
“ Sindicq Darlod, a eftd executde, & les 
“ Livres bruflés ”. . 

(c) Thefe Two Piezes do perfely agree with 
the Original: Only there are fome Words, in 


which the Orthography is not emalbly the fame, 





H 1712. 75 
“ ans, fait imprimer an Livre § Agnon 
( it fhould be Haguenau ) en Allemagne 
* contre la Sainte & Individue Trinicé, 
contenant plufieurs & grands Blafphemes 
contre icelie , grandement {candaleux és 
Eglifes des dites Allemagnes: lequel livre 
il a {pontanément confeilé avoir faic im- 
primer, nonobftant Jes remonftrances & 
corrections a luy faictes de fes faulfes opi- 
nions par les {cavans DoSteurs Evangeliftcs 
des dites Allemagnes. 


** Item, Et lequel livre a efté par les Do- 
fteurs d’ icelles Eglifes d’ Allemagne, com 
me plein d’ herefies, reprouvé, & ledic 
Servet rendu fugitif des dites Allemagues, 
4 caufe du dit livre. : 
“ Irem, Et nonobftant cela led, Server a 
perfeveré en fes faulfes erreurs, infeCtane 
d’ icelles plufieurs a fon poffible, 
“Item , Et non content de cela, pour 
mieux divulguer & efpancher fen dit ve- 
nin & herefie, depuis peu de temps en (a 
il a fait imprimer un autre livre a cachette 
dans Vienne en Dauphiné , rempli des 
dites herefies, horribles & execrables bla. 
‘* {phemes contre la Sainte Trinité , conrre 
“ Je Fils de Dieu , contre le Baprefme des 
“ petits Enfans,& autres plufieurs faints pat 
‘*fages & fondemens de la Religion Chre. 
** ftienne. 

“ Item, A fpontanément confeflé qu’ en 
* iceluy livre, il appelle ceux qui croient 
“en Ja Trinité,  Triniteires & Athee 
‘* iftes. 

** Ieem , Et qu'il appelle icelle Trinité , 
‘un D ~— & monftre a tr—s t—tes. 

** Trem, Et contre le vrai fondement de 
“ la Religion Chreftienne, & blafphemant 
** deteftablement contre Je Fils de Dicu, a 
“ dit Jefus Chrift n’eftre Filsde Dieu de 
toute érernité, ains tant feulement depuis 
‘ fon Incarnation. 

“ Trem, Et contre ce que dit l’Efcriture 
“ Jefus Chrift eltre Fils de David {clon la 
“* chair, il le nie malheureufemenct , difante 
“ icelui eftre cré¢ de la fubftance de Dieu te 
Pere, ayaat receu tcois Elemens d’ icelui, 
“ & un cant feulemenct de la Vierge ; en 
** guoy mefchamment il pretend abolir la 
“ vraye & enriere Humanité de Nofltre 
“ Seigneur Jefus Chrift, la fouveraine con- 
“ folation du poure genre humain. 

* Trem, Et que le Baptefme des petits En- 
“ fans n’ eft qu’ une inveation Diabolique 
“ & Sorcellerie. 
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“ Trem, Et plafieurs autres points & arti- 
cles, & exectables blafphemes, de{quels Ie 
dit livre eft tout farci , grandement fcan- 
daleux, & contre ]’ honneur & Majefté de 
Dieu, du Fils de Dieu, & du Sainte E- 
{prit: qui eft un cruel & horrible meur- 
triflement, perdition & ruine de plufieurs 
poures ames , eftans par fa deflus dite de- 
loiale & deteftable doctrine trahies. Chofe 
épouvantable a reciter. 
‘ Icem, Et Jequel Servet rempli de ma- 
lice intitula iceluy fon livre , ainfi dreflé 
‘ contre Dieu & fa fainte Doctrine Evange- 
‘toque, CHRISTIANISMI RFSTITU- 
‘ TLIO, qui efba dire, Reftitution du Chrifti- 
an{me ; & ce pour mieux feduire & trom 
‘per Jes poures ignorans, & pour plus 
‘ commodément infeéter de fon malheureux 
& mefchant venin les leGeurs de fon dit 
livre, fous I’ ombre de bonne dof€trine. 
‘Teem, Et outre le des fufdit livre, af 
faillant par letcres mefmes noftre Foy, & 
‘ mettant peine icelle infecter de fa poifon, 
a volontairement confeflé & reconnu 
‘ avoir efcrit lettre i un des Miniftres de 
‘ cette Cité, dans laquelle entre autres plu- 
fieurs horribles & enormes blafphemes 
‘ contre noftre fainte Religion Evangelique, 
‘ j] dit noftre Evangile eftre fans foy & fans 
* Dieu , & que pour un Dieu nous avons 
un C -——re a tr-—s t—tes. 
‘* Item, Er a davantage volontairement 
confeffé, qu’ au deffus dit lieu de Vienne, 
a caufe d’icelui mefchant & abominable 
livre & opinions, il fut fait prifonnier ; 
les quelles prifans perfidement il rompit 
& échapa. 
 Teem, Et n’eft feulement dreffé le dit 
‘ Server én fa Do&trine contre la vraie Reli- 
‘“ gion Chreftienne ; mais comme arrogant 
innovateur d’ herefies,contre Ia Papiftique, 
& autres ; frque 4 Vienne mefme il eft 
efté brufle en Effigie, & de fes dits livres 
cing bales bruflées. 
“ Item, Et nonobftant tout cela , eftant 
ici és prifons de cette Cité detenu, n’a 
laiflé de perfifter malicieufement en fes 
dites mefchantes & deteftables erreurs, 
les tafchant fouftenir avec injures & ca- 
‘ Jomnies contre tous vrais Chretiens &' fi. 
deles tenementiers de la pure. immaculée 
Religion Chreftienne, les appellant 7r/- 
‘ mitaives, Atheiftes & Sorciers, non 
obftane Jes remonftrances a Juy déja dés 
long temps en Allemagne, comme eff dir, 
tates, & au mepris de$ reprehenfions, 
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emprifonnemens & corre ions a luy tane 
ailleurs qu’icy faites. Comme plus am- 
plement & au long eft contenu en fon 
’ Procés. 


SENTENCE. 


{C RTOUS Sindiques, Juges des: Cauies 
N “ criminals de cette Cité, aians 
“ yeu le Procés fait & formé par devant 
Nous, a l’inftance de noftre Lieutenanc 
és dites caufes inftant , contre toi Michel 
Servet, de Ville-neuve au Royaume d’Ar- 
ragon en Efpagne, par lequel & tes vo. 
“ lontaires confeffions en nos mains faites, 
“* 8 par plufieurs fois réiterées, && tes livres 
“* devant Nous produits, Nous confte & ap- 
“* pert Toy Servet avoir dts Iong temps 
mis en avant Doétrine fauffe & pleinment 
hereticale, & icelle, mettant arriere tou- 
tes remonftrances & corre€tions, avoir 
d'une malicieufe & perverfe obftination, 
perfeveremment femée & divulgée jufques 
a l' impreffion de livres publics, contre 
‘ Dieu le Pere, le Fils, & le Saint Efprit ; 
bref contre les vrais fondemens de la Re- 
ligion Chreftienne, & pour cela tafché de 
faire fchifme & trouble en F Eghife de 
Dieu, dont maintes ames ont peu effre 
ruingées & perdues (chofe horrible & é- 
“ pouvantable , fcandaleufe & infeftanre ) 
& -n’ avoir eu honte ni horreur de te dtef- 
fer totalement contre Ja Majefté Divine 
& Sainte Trinité; ains avoir mis peine, 
. & teftre emploié obftineément a infecter 
* Ie monde de tes herefies & puante Poifon 
“ hereticale. Cas & crime d’ herefie grief 
“ & deteftable, & meritant grieve punition 
“ corporelle. Aces caufes, 
“* & autres jufles 4 ce. Nous mouvantes, de- 
“ firans de purger l'Eglife de Dieu de tel 
“ infe€&tement , &- retrancher d’ icelle tel 
membre pourri ; aians eu bonne pattici- 
pation de confeil avec nos Citviens, & 
aians invequé le nom de Dieu, pour faire 
droit jugement, feans pour Tribunal au 
lieu de. nos Majeurs, aians. Dieu .& . fes 
‘* faintes Efcritures devant nos yeux, dilansy 
© Aunom duPere, du Bils, CO du Saint Efprit 3. 
‘* par cette noftre definitive Sentence, Ja: 
‘* quelle donnons ici par efcrit; Toy Michel 
“ Servet condamnons a devoir, eftre lié.& 
“mene au lieu de Champel, & la_devoir 
eftre i. un pilotis attaché, & bruflé tout 
“ vif avec ton livre, tant efcrit de ta main 


a 




















MAR CA 


« gy! farprimé, jufques a cé que ton corps 
? sit re en one’, & ah finiiras tes 
“ jours, pour donner exemple aux autres, 
* gui tel cas vondroient commetre. “Et a 
“ yous, Noftre Lieutenant’, commandons 
* noftre prefente Sentenct faites mettre'en 


* execution. 


That is, 

PROCESS drawn up before ovr moft 
dreaded Lords the’ Syndics, Fudges of 
Criminal Caufes in this City, at the 
Pur{uit and Inftance of the Lord Liens 
tenant: of the faid City, 


Againft 


Michael Servetus of Villanueva: ix’ 


the Kingdom of Arragon.in Spain. 


Ce WW" O, in the firft place, has been 

“ convicted of having, about 
‘ 23 or 24- Years ago, caufed a Book to be 
‘“‘ printed at Agnon { it fhoald be Haguenat ) 
“* In Germany, again{t the holy and undivided 
‘“ Trinity, containing many great Blafphe- 


* mies againftiet, which have occafioned a’ 
‘“* great Scandal in the Churches of the faid 
‘* Germany : Which Book he has freely cons 
“ feft co. have printed, notwithftanding the. 


as 


Remonftrances made to him about his 
falfe Opinions, by.the Learned Evangeli- 
“ cal Dottors of the faid Germany. 


**' Item, The faid Book was condemned by 
‘che Do&ors of the faid Churches of Ger- 
many, as being full of Herefies ; and the 
faid Servetus ran away fromrhe faid Ger- 
' many on account of the faid- Book 
“item , Notwithftanding this , the: faid 
Servetus has petfiftéd in his Errors, infétt- 
ing many People with them. 

“* Jtem, Not contented. with this, the ber- 
' ter to fpread his Venom and Herefy , he 
' has not long fince caufed another Bock to 
be printed privately at Viennein Dauphine, 
' fall of \the faid Herefies and horrid and 
_ execrable Blafphemies agsin{t the Holy 
Trinity, againft the Son of God, and In- 
' fant-baptifm, and againft many other Ar. 
ticles and fundamental Points of che Chri- 
ftian Religion 

‘“ Item, He has freely confeft. that in the 
faid Book he calls thofe, who believe the 
Dsinity, Trinitarian and Arbeits, 


ce 
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© Jeo He calls the Trinity 1 Do and 
* a M—ter with th—efi—ds (a). 

‘“* tren, Contrary ro the true Foundation 
“ of the Chriftian Religion,. and: blafphe- 
“ ming horribly againft the Son of God) he 
‘* faysthat Chrift is not the Son of God 
“ from all Eternicy, but otily. from the time 
“ of his Incarnation. 

“Item, Whereas the Seripturé fays, that 
* Jefus Chrift is the Sdn of Dovid accotding 
“to the Flefh, he wretchedly dénies it, and 
“ fays he was formed of the Subftance of 
“* God the Father, having réceived three E- 
“ lements from him, and one ofly from the 
“ Virgin ; whereby he wickedly pretends'ro 
“ deftroy the true Humanity of our Lord 
“ Jefus Chrift, the fovereign Comfort of 
“ poor Mankind. 

rem, That Infant-baptifm is a-diaboli- 
cal Invention and a mere Conjuration. 

“* Item, Many other Things, and execra- 
“ ble Blafphemies, with which the faid 
“ Book is all over ftuffed, very fcandalous, 
“ and againft the Honour and Majefty of: 
“ God, the Son of God, and the Holy 
“ Ghoft’: Which is a cruel and horrid 
‘* Murthering, Perdition, and Deftrution 
“ of many poor Souls., that are fpoiled by 
“« che faid falfe and execrable Dottrine, A 
** dreadful thing to be mentioned. 

‘* Item, The faid Servetus being full of 
“€ Malice has enticuled the faid Book, wrir 
“ ten again{ft God, and his Evangelical Do« 
‘“* &rine , CHRISTIANISMI RESTITUTIO , 
“* that is, Chrifiianity Reflored ; the better to 
* feduce and deceive ignorant People , ands 
‘¢ chat he might more eafily infe&t che Rea- 
‘€ ders of the faid Book with his wretched 
“ and pernicious Venom, under pretence of 
“ teaching.a goodDo€trine. 

“ Item, Befides the faid Book, attacking» 
“ our Faith even with Letters, and endea. 
‘* vouring to infe& ic with his Poifon, he 
“ has freely confefs'd and acknowledged to 
“ have writ a Letter to one of the Mini- 
“" fters of this City, in which among ma. 
“ny horrid. and enormous Blafphemies 
‘* againft:our Holy Evangelical Religion, he 
“ fays our Gofpel ig without Faith, andy 





(a) The word Biafphemy very ambiguous, 
when applied to Hereticks, Hewever, 1 bave fo 
great an Horror for every thing that goes by thas 
Name, that 1 have contraGhed the Words of thas 
extravagant Heretich. 
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without a God, and that inftead of a God 
we have a tha—eeee Hd C--. «us. 

‘< Item, He has moreover confefs'd , that 
he was committed to Prifon in the above- 
faid City of Vienne, which he perfidioufly 
broke, and made his Efcape. 

“© trem, The {aid Servetus did not only rife 
up againft che crue Chriftian Religion, 
but like an arrogant Broacher of Herefies, 
againft the Popith, and others ; info much 
that he was burnt in ETigie at Vienne with 
Five Bales of his Books. 

‘© Item, Notwithftanding all this, being 
committed to the Prifon of this City, he 
has malicioufly perfifted in his pernicious 
and deteftable Errors, endeavouring to 
maintain them with injurious Words and 
Calumnies againft all true Chriftians, and 
faichful Profeflors of the pure and unfpor- 
ted Chriftian Religion , calling them Tri- 
nitarians, Atheifts, and Conjurers, not- 
withftanding the Remonftrances made to 
him long ago in Germany, as has been 
faid, and tho” he has been reproved , and 
imprifoned here and ellewhere. As may 
be feen more at large in bis Trial. 


THE SENTENCE. 

VV E Syndics, Judges of criminal 
“ Caufes in this City, having 

feen the Procefs drawn up before ys, at 
the Inftance of our Lieutenanr, againft 
thee Michacl Servetus of Vidanueva in the 
Kingdom of Arragon in Sp.in, whereby, 
and alfo by thy voluntary Confeffions 
made in our Prefence, and repeated feve- 
ral times,and by thyBooks produced before 
us, it plainly appears to us, that Thou, 
Servetus, halt Jong ago put forth a falfe 
and heretical Dottrine, and that flighting 
all Kemonftrances and Reproofs, thou haft 
with a malicious and wicked Obftinacy 
continued to {pread and publifh ir, fo far 
as to print Books againft God the Father, 


‘ the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, in fhorr, 


againft the true Foundations of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, endeavouring to caufe a 


Schifm and Difturbance in the Church of | 


God, whereby many Souls might have 
been deftroyed and undone; (a Thing 
horrid and dreadful, fcandalous and in- 


.fecting) and that thou hait not been 


ithamed, nor afraid, of rifing up againft 


rhe Divine \ajefty, aad the Hely Trini- 
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‘ty, doing thy utmoft Endeavours to inf: & 
* the World with thy Herefies and ftinking 
‘* Heretical Poifon. For thefe Caufes, 
and others moving us thereunto, defiring 
‘ to clear the Church of God from fuch an 
Infection, and to cut off fuch a rotten 
‘© Member; having confulted our Citizens, 
** and invoked the Name of God to give a 
‘“* right Judgment; fitting in the place of 
** our Anceftors; having God and his Holy 
Scripture before our Eyes; faying, Jn 
“ the Name of the Father , and of the Son, 
“ and of the Holy Ghoft; by this our de. 
“ finitive Sentence, which we give in Wri- 
“ cing, we condemn Thee, Michael Serverus, 
to be bound, and carried to che Place 
“* call’d Champel, and there to be faftned to 
“a Poft , and burnt alive with thy Books, 
‘‘ both written with thy own Hand and 
“ printed, till thy Body be reduced to 
‘© Afhes ; and thus thou thale end thy Days, 
** to give an Example to others, who would 
*do che like. We command you, our 
Lieutenane, to. caufe our prefent Sentence 
“* to be putin Execution. 


It were an eafy thing to make feveral 
Obfervations upon that Procefs, and that 
Sentence; but I confine my {elf to Mat- 
tersof Fa&, Iam, Sir, Ge. 
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REPONSE aux Objections contre 
le Projet d’unc nouvelle Gram- 
maire, pour apprendre lHebreu 
& les autres Langues Orientales 
fans Points. Par M.MASCLEF 
Chanoine d’Amiens, 


Thatis, AN ANSWER to the Obje- 
ciions that may be raifed againft the 
Project * of a new Grammar, to learn 
Hebrew, and other Oriental Lan- 
guages without Points. By M. 
MASCLEF, Canon of Amiens. 


] SHALL neither tranflate this Difcourfe, 
nor make a full Extra& of it; being of 


%& The firft part of this Proje& may be feen 
im the LXXXIXth Sheet of the It Volume of 
thefe Memoirs ; and the Second Part in the Itt 
Sheet of the ld Volume. Opi- 








ot a 


‘oe ee, =) a (afin ve be 
ee Fe “desea ee 
Ke EOS Fr fa . 


ia 
cs 

ot 

t 
ra 
ea 

W 
as 
a 
a 

My 
9 
aaa 
7) a 

eS 

- 




















55 P Ani eta 


Wha, 26 ie ie. oe 1“ r 
j Be cn a ey ee Say (ae is RRS oe 
+ Peas pees SRPMS 7s 8.7 ee ee oa Per 
ria he Sh eg om : 





MaRCH 


Opinion, that it will be fufficient to enlarge 
upon that Part, wherein the Author under. 
takes to fhew, that the Truth of his New 
Method has been fully proved by his own 
Experience. 

About the Jatter End of the Year 1694. 
M. Mafelef being difcouraged a Third Time 
from fearning Hebrew, by reafon of the Dif- 


ficulties he met with in the very Beginning 


of the common Grammars, and becaule he 
knew the greateft Proficients in that Lan- 
guage cannot eafily read and tranflate it 
without Points; it came into his Thoughts 
to enquire, whether Hebrew might be learn- 
ned without the Help of Points. He knew 
thofe Vowels are anew Invention, and that 
Hebrew was formerly read and learn’d with- 
out them; from whence heinferr'd, that it 
was not impoflible co read and leara it fill 
in the fame manner. He faw that the 
Want of Vowels was the only Reafon why 
Hebrew could not be read without Points ; 
but he perceived at the fame time, that 


. Vowels were to be found in a great many 


Places; ( for he could not believe that? 1s 5 
R were GConfonants,) and that they might 
be underftood in thofe places where FY 
are wanting ; that the Senfe of the Words 
lying in the Charaéters, he might fupply any 
Vowels; it being an indifferent thing 
whether he pronounced Hebrew as the Anci- 
ents did, or according to she Method of the 
Mafforets, or in a new way, provided he 
underftood himfelf, and had fome fhort and 
eafy Rules to know conftantly in what place 
he was to fupply Vowels, and what Vow- 
els were to be fupplied. Having examined 
feveral ways of fupplying thofe Vowels, 
and duly confidered the Advantages and In- 
conveniencies arifing from each of them, at 
Jaft the Method mentioned in his Proje 
came into his Mind. It appeared to him 
very eafy ; He tried to read according to 
that Method ; and in a Quarter of an Hour 
he read with great Facility. 

Being well pleafed with this Difcovery, 
he enquired whether the Grammar would 
agree with that Method, and whether the 

haraers without Points, would enable 
him to diftinguifh all che Parts of Speech 
one from another, and their feveral Modifi- 
cations. He immediately perceived, that 
there was no Difficulty in his Method,.as to 
thofe Parts of Speech that are undeclinable ; 
and that Diftipnaries would teach the Na- 
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ture of thofe Words, and their Significati« 
ons, in the fame manner, and with the fame 
Faciliry, as they are Jearn'd by the ulusl 
Methods. He made the Experiment. It 
aniwered his Expectation. 

Our Author proceeded to thofe Parts of 
Speech , that are declined and conjugated ; 
and obferved , that it was generally an caly 
thing to diftinguifh the Genders, the Num- 
bers, and fome Cafes of Nouns and Parti- 
ciples by the CharaGers without the Help 
of Points. Afterwards he perceived, that 
it was much the fame thing with the Verbs, 
the more becaufe the Hebrew Verbs have few 
Tenfes and Moods ; that one might eafily 
diftinguifh the Pretertenfe and che Future, 
their figurative Charafters being wholly dif- 
ferent ; that the Perfons and Numbers of 
thofe Two Tenfes are alfo fufficiently di- 
{t.nguifh’d by their Charafers ; that it was 
likewile an ealy thing to diftinguith a confi- 
derable part of the Conjugation Kal from 
Nipbal , Hipbil, Hophal and Hishpael ; and 
that the Four laft Conjugations having dif- 
ferent figurative Letters, he might allio ge- 
nerally diftioguifh then one from another. 
’Tis true he perceived that the Conjugations 
Piel, Pual, and even Poel could natbe diftin- 
guifh'd fromKal without the Help of Points. 
But far from looking upon it as an Inconve- 
niency, he took it to be an Advantage of 
his New Method, being of Opinion, that 
fiace thofe Three Conjugations feem to he 
a mere Invention of the Meforets, becaule 
their Difference from Kal lies only in the 
Points, they might very well be left out ; 
by which Means fome Difficulties of the 
Hebrew Grammar would vanifh away 

M. Mafclef adds, that the only Difficulty 
he met with, concerns fome Modificetions, 
which cannot be diftingpith’d by the Chara- 
ters, and fome ambiguous Words, the 
Senfe whereof is only determined by the 
Points. But, fays he , all thofe who read 
the Bible without Points, find themfelves 
engaged in the fame Difficulty. Befides, it 
isa Gueftion whether certain Words ought 
to have the Modification and the Senfe be- 
flowed upon them by the Pointing of thé 
Mafforets. Laftly, he was apt to believe that 
the Senfe and Modification of thofe ambi- 
guous Words might be generally determined 
by the Exigency of the Place, as it frequent- 
ly happens in all other Languages , either 
dead or living. 

Thus 
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Thus perceiving no other Difficulty bat 
what he thought he might eafily overcome, 
ho began to tranflate. He knew it was not 
neceflary to underftand the Grammar tho- 
roughly in order to go about fuch a Work. 
The Ruleshe had obferved in the common 
Grammers, to know the different Modifica- 
‘tions of Nouns and Verbs, with the help of 
the Letters, appeared to bim fufficient for.a 
beginning, being of Opinion that he might 
learn the reft by ufe and Exercife. The firft 
Effays of his Tranflation fucceeded beyond 
his Hopes : He went.on, and made a new 
Progrefsevery Day. 

, 


Hitherto he had read but few critical 
‘Books upon the Holy Scripture, having 
turnd his Studies another way. He read 
fome then , and among others the critical 
Hiftory of the Old Teftamenr, wherein he 
found many things , that convinced him of 
the Solidity of his Defign, end how necefla- 
Ty it was to put it in Execution. 


The Author having found out the Secret 
of. reading Hebrew without Points, went on, 
and with the help of the common Gram- 
mars, leaving out every thing that concerns 
the Points, he happily read all the Hebrew 
Bible. He made the fame Experiment upon 
theChaldaick Tex: of Daniel andEzra.upon all 
the Chaldaick Paraphrafes , and a great part 
of the Syriack Verfion, both of the Old and 
New Teftament, and upon fome Pieces of 
the Samaritan ; wherein he had the fame 
Succefs: Which convinced him thathis Me- 
thod was equally proper for all thofe Lan. 
guages, M. Mafclef would have publifh’d 
his Hebrew Grammar in 1696, and perhaps 
forme Grammars for the other Oriental Lan- 
grages foon after , had it not been for fome 
Employments, which for the fpace of near 
Fourteen Years did not allow him to mind 
the Hetrew Tongue. 


He fays he does. not propofe 2 Method 
grounded upon mere Conjedures, fince he 
has tried it, and the Succefs has anfwered 
his Expe€tation. Had he underftood the 
Hebrew Language then according to the com. 
mon Methods, one might think he is de. 
luded by his Fancy, and that he afcribes to 
his new Method what fhould be afcribed to 
fomething elfe ; but all thofeé who know 
him, will ceftify that he had no Skill in He- 
brew, and could not fo much as conjugate , 
when he began to learn it in his own way. 
Nay, at this very time he knows nothing of 
the different Ufes and Changes of Points, 
nor'the very Figure and Import of fome of 
them.He has not {pent a great deal of Time 
in learning the Hebrew Tongue,and he might 
have done it much fooner , had he had fuch 
a Grammar as that which he has drawn up, 
and had he been able to remove fome Ob: 
ftacles, which ftopt him now and then. 


M. Mafel:f can hardly believe that his new 
Method will nor meet with a good Recepti- 
on from ‘the Publick. It might have been 
rejected (fays he) asa mere Fancy in a lefs 
knowing Age ; but the Principles on which 
it is grounded being now generally admit- 
ted, he hopes for a better Succefs. Howe- 
ver he does not expeét to have an univerfal 
Approbation: One muft be very little ac. 
quainted with the Hiftory of the World, 
(fays he,) to flatter himfelf with it upon 
any Work whatfoever, and leaft of all upon 
a Work of this Nature. The new Method 
( continues our Author ) will doubtlefs be 
attack’d by thofe , who think it very hard 
to defpife and to forget in their old Days, 
what they learn’d in their Youth , and that 
others fhould get with little Labour that 
Knowledge, which they could not attain to 
without great Pains. 
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